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TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, March 18th, 2021 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  
 
 Present:  Sarah Clauser, Jason Ebbs (Zoom), Laurie Enos (Zoom), Tim Frelier, Dan McCusker  

  (Zoom), Andy Moore (Zoom), Mary Sweeney (Zoom), Eric Tait, Mark Valentine 
 
 Guests:  No Guests 
 
II.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
  a.   February 18th, 2021 – Mary Sweeney motioned to approve the minutes.  Laurie Enos  
   seconded the motion. 
 
III.  COMMITTEE DISCUSSIONS:    
 

a. Dublin Road Speeding Concerns - 
 

Mark Valentine shared an email regarding speeding concerns on Dublin Rd.  Staff has 
received various other emails regarding speeding in this area which have been forwarded to 
the Town Supervisor and the Monroe County Sheriff's Office for extra enforcement.  In the 
email, the resident specifically requested that speed humps be implemented on Dublin Rd 
and/or the road be bisected.  In previous meetings, the committee has discussed other forms 
of mitigation such as speed carts and extra police presence, however, speed humps and 
bisecting the road were not specifically discussed.  Mark stated he would like the committee 
to discuss the possibility of speed humps and bisecting the road in order to get this topic on 
the record and respond accordingly to the resident's concerns.    
 
Mark stated that Dublin Rd conveys traffic north and south from Route 441 and Sweets 
Corners Road.  There have been other similar roads in Penfield that were brought up for 
discussion in regards to speed humps, however, the Town does not favor speed humps to 
control speeding because drivers tend to drive around them and/or speed in between them. 
 
Laurie Enos asked if the Sheriff's office has conducted any extra patrolling on the road.  
Mark replied that extra patrolling has been requested by the Supervisor's office.  The sheriff's 
office did patrol the area last year and only issued one speeding ticket.  Laurie asked when 
the speed feedback cart and counters were placed on the road.  Mark replied that the speed 
cart was placed on Dublin Rd last year.  The counters were not placed due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, which would have caused the data numbers to be skewed. The speed feedback 
cart and counters can be put back out again to this year.  Laurie stated that it would be good 
idea to place the counters out again to get an accurate reading on the speed that vehicles are 
traveling.  Mark agreed that the counters should be placed again on Dublin Road.   
 
Jason Ebbs asked if there was a serious accident last year on Dublin Road.  Mark replied 
that there was an accident with injuries a few years ago involving two teenagers driving late 
at night.  The driver lost control of the car and hit a tree.  Mark brought up the point that had 
there been speed humps on the road, the car would have gone airborne and the accident 
may have been even worse than it was.   
 
Mark Valentine stated that the speed counters can be placed out again to collect accurate 
data, however, implementing speed humps and bisecting the road needs to be carefully 
studied due to the numerous impacts it would have with Dublin Road being a "collector" road.  
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Speed humps would impact cul-de-sacs, EMS services, plowing the roads, delivery services, 
etc. 
 
Andy Moore stated that the request for speed humps does come up from time to time.  He is 
not aware of any other towns in the county that are actively putting up speed humps at this 
time.  The problem that may occur, is that once speed humps are put on one road, it would 
cause a ripple effect of everyone requesting them on their road.  Andy does not support 
speed humps moving forward and would rather see speed carts and counters being utilized 
to track actual speed data.  Andy mentioned that the resident email stated that many cars 
coming in and out of Helmsford Way were speeding and that it might be a good idea to send 
out some correspondence to those residents to remind them to slow down.   
 
Jason Ebbs stated that Dublin Road looks and feels very much like a rural road and can see 
where people may drive over the speed limit.    
 
Andy Moore said that at this point he would recommend reviewing the new speed data once 
it has been collected and sending out correspondence to the Helmsford Way residents to 
help slow down speeds on Dublin Road. 
 
Dan McCusker said that he agrees with Andy's comments and added that the speed humps 
that are currently in place are pre-existing and a definitive town policy should be generated 
for any new speed humps being considered.  Dan agrees that the pre-existing speed humps 
should be maintained but no further speed humps should be put in place.  Dan feels that 
speed humps are not the solution that everyone thinks they are. 
 
Andy Moore agreed that some kind of town policy or guidance should be created and 
followed.  He understands the frustration of residents that live on busy roads.  He lives on 
one himself and sees vehicles traveling at excessive speeds, but he does not feel that speed 
humps are the answer.  
 
THE COMMITTEE UNANIMOUSLY AGREED TO PLACE THE SPEED CART AND 
COUNTERS OUT AGAIN AND SEND OUT CORRESPONDENCE TO HELMSFORD WAY 
RESIDENTS:  Staff will work to collect the data and prepare letters for the Helmsford Way 
neighborhood. 
 
 

 
b. Portable Speed Feedback Devices -  

 
Mark Valentine stated that since Dublin Road is an area of concern for residents, it would be 
a good place to add two of the four solar powered speed feedback devices that were 
purchased by the Town.  The devices should help remind drivers to slow down and follow the 
speed limit.  One device would be placed going northbound and the other going southbound.   
 
The other location that was discussed by staff and the committee was Panorama Trail.  
Panorama Trail has many curves and bends so any kind of excessive speed could cause 
problems.  One device would be placed at the top of the road and one at the bottom.   
 
Eric Tait stated that the only other location that was brought up in the past was Willow Pond 
Way.  The Town was able to borrow some traffic feedback devices from Monroe County and 
they were placed on Willow Pond Way.  These particular devices were battery operated, not 
solar powered so they only lasted about a week before they had to be taken down and 
brought back to the DPW facility to be recharged.  After they were removed there was no 
resident feedback requesting them to be put back out.  Mark said staff has not heard any 
negative feedback from the Willow Pond Way residents.  There was a three way stop sign 
placed on Sanders Farm Drive, along with a new sidewalk installation which may have 
helped with making the road safer for walkers, etc. 
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Andy Moore stated that if staff and/or the committee become aware of any other areas that 
may benefit from the speed feedback devices, they can be implemented where needed. 
 
Mark Valentine said that the devices will be mounted on a pole as a more permanent fixture. 
 
Tim Frelier commented that he feels that the posted speed limit on Dublin Road (30 mph) is 
too low for the character of the road.  Tim also feels that the speed data will only prove that 
the speed limit is too low and that that signs and speed carts will not slow people down.  Tim 
asked if there was ever a speed limit recommendation done based on the 85 percentile.   
 
Mark Valentine stated the most recent study showed the 85 percentile speed was 
approximately 45mph.  Mark stated that even though the study shows that the speed limit is 
too low, the residents will not appreciate the speed limit being raised. 
 
Tim Frelier agreed, however, he feels that driver behavior will not change and they will 
continue to drive over the 30mph speed limit regardless of the signs and speed feedback 
devices.   
 
THE COMMITTEE UNANIMOUSLY AGREED TO PLACE THE NEW SOLAR POWERED 
SPEED FEEDBACK DEVICES OUT ON DUBLIN ROAD AND PANORAMA TRAIL.   
 
 
 

  c. Stop Sign Request (Ashby Circle and Balmoral Drive) 
  
   Eric Tait explained to the committee that he received a request from the Arbor Ridge  
   Subdivision property maintenance manager on behalf of the homeowners association  
   requesting that a stop sign be placed on the intersection of the Ashby Circle as you approach 
   Balmoral Drive.  The residents feel that there should be more guidance and signage as to  
   what to do when two vehicles approach the intersection at the same time.  
 
   Andy Moore asked if both roads are town dedicated.  Eric replied that they are and that the  
   Transportation Committee would have to agree on a recommendation to be submitted to the  
   Town Board for approval before any signage could be placed.   
 
   Dan McCusker asked if there has been any data collected regarding this area such as  
   accident history, etc.  Eric replied that currently there is no data, only a request from the  
   residents.  Dan replied that before any decisions can be made, data needs to be collected  
   and submitted to the Transportation Committee for review.  Eric agreed and said he will reach 
   out to the Monroe County Sheriff's office for any accident history.  Eric stated that there is  
   a stop sign at the intersection of Sonoma Rd that approaches Balmoral just before   
   the  main intersection and the residents feel there should be another one further back in the  
   neighborhood as well.   
 
   Sarah Waterman stated that it is likely that the stop sign was placed there because of the  
   close proximity to other intersection.   
 
   Dan McCusker said that there is a big difference between the two intersections. 
 
   Andy Moore agreed that more data needs to be gathered and studied.  He also agrees that  
   some kind of a sign, possibly a yield sign, should be placed in order to give some guidance to 
   drivers. 
 
   Eric Tait agreed that a yield sign would be more appropriate than a stop sign in this case. 
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   Tim Frelier asked how old the development is.  Mark replied that it is approximately ten  
   years old. 
 
   Dan McCusker asked if traffic volume data such as peak travel times in the area can be  
   gathered.  He also asked if the development is a retirement community.  Mark replied that it  
   was targeted as 55+ community and he believes that most residents are seniors.  Tube  
   counters can be put out as the weather permits. 
 

THE COMMITTEE UNANIMOUSLY AGREED TO TABLE THIS AGENDA ITEM UNTIL 
STAFF COLLECTS TRAFFIC DATA.   

 
 

  d. Children at Play Sign  
 
   Mark Valentine stated that a resident stopped into the Town Hall and said that while   
   outside with her grandchildren, she noticed drivers using excessive speeds when entering  
   into the Windsor Ridge neighborhood from Five Mile Line Rd.   Mark explained to her that, in  
   these type of situations, the committee looks at possibly putting out children at play signs as  
   you enter the neighborhood.  
    
   Sarah Waterman reviewed a map showing three other streets in the area in relation to child  
   at play signs.   
 
   Terrace Hill Drive - Does not have a child at play sign 
   Pennicott Circle - Does have a child at play sign 
   Tall Tree Drive - Does not have a child at play sign 
 
   Sarah stated that generally, when staff is considering adding children at play signs, they look  
   at neighboring subdivisions and try to keep some consistency. 
 
   Andy Moore stated that is a fairly new subdivision and has a very large amount of kids in the 
   neighborhood.  He is surprised that people that live in the neighborhood and know the  
   amount of children in the area, aren’t more cautious with their speeds.   
 
   Jason Ebbs asked if the Town has ever removed a children at play sign.  Mark replied that  
   he is not aware of any being removed.  Jason feels that, over time, drivers can   
   become "desensitized" to these signs.   
 
   Tim Frelier stated that these new subdivisions are typically full of small children, whereas,  
   the  older subdivisions no longer require the signs as children grow up and move on.   
 
   Laurie Enos stated that she knows someone who lives in the Windsor Ridge Subdivision and 
   agrees that there are a large amount of children in the neighborhood.  She feels that it  
   wouldn’t hurt to place the children at play sign in the area.   
 
   Sarah Waterman said it might be a good idea to check site distance to make sure it will not  
   interfere with anything else at the entrance of the subdivision.   
 
   Dan McCusker asked if there is any guidance from the Town on using the children at play  
   signs.  Mark replied that there is no official policy currently.  Typically, the committee   
   determines the need for the signs when drivers go from a very rural road to more of a  
   residential area.  Dan replied that he would like to see some kind of written guidance that the  
   committee can refer to in order to keep some consistency when placing the signs. 
 
   Sarah Waterman stated that in the past, as Mark mentioned, it was an unwritten rule to place 
   the signs on a road that suddenly went from a main line road to a residential road.    
   Usually, when drivers turn into a subdivision, it is expected to be residential. 
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   Dan McCusker agreed and that it is why it is important to have more guidance. 
    

Mary Sweeney asked if the guidelines will be focused just on the children at play signs or 
other signs such as deaf child signs.  Mary stated that in the past when the Town placed a 
deaf child sign on a road, the resident requesting the sign was asked to notify the Town if the 
sign was no longer needed or the family moved out of the area.  Mary believes it would be a 
good idea to require that residents notify the Town when any signs, outside of the more 
commons signs (such as deaf child signs or blind child signs), are no longer needed.  
 
Eric Tait mentioned that he had one resident notify him that they were moving and the deaf 
child sign could be taken down. 
 
Dan McCusker asked where exactly they would like to place the sign.  Mark replied that it 
was requested to placed at the entrance of the Windsor Ridge Subdivision, mounted on the 
existing speed limit sign. 
 
Dan McCusker asked if the signs are reflector strips or an actual sign.  Mark replied that it 
will be an actual sign.  Dan replied that he has no objection to implementing the children at 
play signs, but would like some definitive guidance. 
 
Mary Sweeney does not object to the signs and agreed with Dan that more guidance is 
needed. 
 
Laurie Enos does not object to the signs and would also like more guidance.  Laurie stated 
that even the existing children at play signs in older neighborhoods are still useful since these 
older neighborhoods turn over and new children reside there. 
 
Jason Ebbs asked if there has been an update pertaining to the SmartSign project 
discussed at the last Transportation Committee meeting.  Mark replied that there has not 
been any updates and that the product is still being developed.   
 
Eric Tait mentioned that, as previously discussed in the last meeting, there were two options 
to place the SmartSigns; one being pole mounted and the other on a trailer.  Since the trailer 
cannot be on the side of the road when there is still snow, Eric believes the he is waiting for 
nicer weather.    
  
THE COMMITTEE UNANIMOUSLY AGREED TO INSTALL THE CHILDREN AT PLAY 
SIGN NEAR THE WINDSOR RIDGE SUBDIVISION ENTRANCE:  Staff will prepare a 
resolution to bring before the Town Board for approval and work on written guidance 
regarding signs.  
 

IV.  OTHER BUSINESS 
  No Other Business 
  
V.  HELD ITEMS 
  No Held Items 
 
VI.  NEW BUSINESS 
  No New Business 
 
VII.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:   
  No Public Participation 
 
VIII.  NEXT MEETING: April 15th, 2021 from 5pm-6pm 
 
IX.  ADJOURNMENT: 5:49 pm 
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